“Right to Information - Global Experiences
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The background for the introduction of the right
to information as a fundamental right is that in

Role of Civil Society& Right to Information

2010, the parliament passed the Constitution
(18th Amendment) Act 2010 which made the

Civil Society in Pakistan intends to raise

“Right

fundamental

awareness among citizens on their legal and

constitutional right under Article 19-A2. This

constitutional rights to information. They also

was a highly progressive policy reform. In terms

advocate for measures by the government to

of the law it expanded the scope of public

implement laws on ground. More people using

interest

to

Information”

litigation.

3

The

a

fundamental

right

the law to request information will build

affords an opportunity for any citizen of

pressure on service providers to make their

Pakistan to bring a constitutional action on the

functions transparent. Civil society and media

grounds of access to information i.e. Article 19-

lead this push.

A.
INSAF NETWORK PAKISTAN (INP) as Civil
Society Network also plays an important role in
this effort. INP envisions a society, which
promotes rights and legal empowerment of its
citizens and disapproves of all forms of abuse,
neglect and violence. One of the fundamental
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Article 19A Right to Information of Constitution
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Mendel is the Executive Director of the Centre

efficient legislation to be in place, and through a

for Law and Democracy, Canadian-based

statistical study, highlighted that Pakistan falls

international human rights NGO that focuses on

relatively low on a list ranking countries by

providing legal expertise regarding foundational

efficiency of their legal framework. More people

rights for democracy, including the right to

need to be aware of their right to demand

information, freedom of expression, the right to

information from government officials, so as to

participate and the rights to assembly and

push towards a more responsible, accountable

association.

and efficient government. The event was a
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litigation.5 INP supports under this banner not
just government accountability through citizen’s
requests for information of public importance
but also internet freedom as a necessary
corollary to the right to information.
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Participants in the event included members of
the civil society, law colleges, bar associations,
donors, lawyers, and students. The discourse
proved to be greatly enlightening; Mr. Mendel
spoke of the three steps to effectively ensure
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efficient legislation, commitment from officials
with regards to implementation of legislation,
and efforts to generate awareness of these
fundamental rights as provided, amongst the
public. He stressed that effective provision of
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This includes two writs in the Peshawar High Court as part of
its Adl-o-Insaf Project.

